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the King and Queen The story of how it all came
about is interesting in itself, because it shows the Prime
Minister in a happy and kindly light

Among the festivities at the Coronation was Beerbohm
Tree's Gala performance at His Majesty's    One morn-
ing I opened the newspaper and read aghast the list
of his chosen plays    There was not one modern play1
Galsworthy,   Shaw,  Barne  and  Masefield  had  been
ignored    Whether I played in them or not did not
matter so much    I had appeared in all their plays
I had seen the new playwrights come into their own
in the theatre, but I felt that a celebration of the new
King should also be a celebration of the new dramatists
I wrote to Mr Asqmth and told him so    I asked him
to bring influence to bear on Tree to include some of the
living playwrights    It was too late, and of course, the
Prime Minister could not very well commit himself
any further

Then the tongues became active It was known that
I had championed the living playwrights and that I
had tried to get Tree to include them The easy
comment was that I had done it because I wanted to
appear myself Unkmdness is always so candid and so
cunning It was not so But that does not matter
Margot, ever large-hearted and quick to see the rights
of tkuigs, sent for me as she said "to have a little business
talk " The upshot was that the company was asked to
play at Downing Street, and so it came about that the
living playwrights had their place in the Coronation
Year Celebrations Asquith arranged it primarily in
their honour but also as a personal compliment to me
When he told me so, I was ready to believe him, but
when Margot also told me, I knew that it was true,
for Margot beats George Washington at his own game

There were, of course, long intervals during which I
did not see the Prime Minister but true friendship
knows no intervals The political events of 1915 were
already casting their shadows In October of that
year Mr Asquith wrote to me